
sary workshop organised at 

the General Conference prem-

ises. The workshop celebrated 

the 25 years anniversary of 

the UNESCO Chairs initiative. 

Moreover, the Chairholder, 

accompanied by the Donations 
and Grants Consultant, had a 

meeting with the Head of the 

The UNESCO Chair Con-E-Ect 

was represented at UNESCO’s 
recent General Conference in 

Paris by the Chairholder, prof. 
Dimitrios Emmanouloudis, as a 

member of the National Dele-

gation. Other National Delega-
tions, Heads of States, Minis-

ters of Foreign Affairs, and 
Ministers of Education from 

168 member states were also 

present.  

During the conference a new 

UNESCO General Secretary 

was elected, while a vast ar-
ray of parallel activities and 

sessions took place, like the 
member states Ministers of 

Education meeting. During 
those sessions, topics about 

good and/or innovative prac-
tices were discussed, which 

UNESCO has the capability to 
suggest the best of them to 

the governments. 

In addition, Prof. Emmanou-

loudis, along with the Presi-
dent of the Greek National 

Committee, A. Tzitzikosta, 
participated in the anniver-

Administrative Sector of 

UNESCO Chairs, Ms Liliana 

Simionescu. During the meet-

ing, they discussed issues 

regarding the Chair’s opera-
tion, while there was also a 

brief meeting with Dr. Qian 
Tang, Assistant-Director Gen-

eral for Education. 

Important meetings  at the  UNESCO premises  during the  conference  
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SDGs*: 

 3. Good Health and 

Well-being 

 4. Quality Education 

 6. Clean Water and 

Sanitation 

 8. Decent Work and 

Economic Growth 

 13. Climate Action 

 15. Life on Land 

 17. Partnerships for 

the Goals 
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Con-E-Ect at the UNESCO General 

Conference in Paris 
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Prof. Emmanouloudis at the Greek delegation booth. 

* SDGs: Sustainable 

Development Goals 

Panorama of the main hall, where the UNESCO General Conference took place. 

Ms. Tzitzikosta, Prof. Emmanouloudis, and Ms. Chatzivaryti 

in, Assistant-Director General, Dr. Tang’s office. 



UNESCO’s vast network of 

Chairs and Networks special-
ized in the Natural Sciences 

held their first meeting in 
Geneva, Switzerland, from 05 

to 07 July 2017, in order to 

unite their efforts towards the 
implementation of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Devel-

opment. 

In the conference “Mobilizing 

UNESCO Chairs in the Natural 
Sciences for Policy Action 

Towards the 2030 Agenda”, 

the UNESCO Chair Con-E-Ect 
was represented by its Chair-

holder Dr. Dimitrios Em-
manouloudis, the Vice-

Chairholder Dr. George 
Zaimes and the Donations and 

Grants Consultant Mrs Io 

Chatzivaryti.  

During the conference, the 
delegates of the chair had the 

opportunity to present their 
vision for embodying Nestos 

River in the Man and the Bio-
sphere Programme (MAB/

UNESCO to all the partici-
pants.Furthermore, they par-

ticipated in different work-
shops of various topics that 

were organized along with the 

general meeting. 

During those workshops, con-

nections were established and 
opinions were exchanged with 

other chairholders from all 
around the Globe. Some chair-

holders received invitations to 

participate in the International 
Workshop for the inclusion of 

Nestos at the MAB pro-

gramme.  

Last, the UNESCO Charis Con-

E-Ect had a poster participa-
tion at the Posters’ Forum 

that was organised by the 
Natural Sciences Sector at 

the University of Geneva. 
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Prof. Emmanouloudis, and Ms. Chatzivaryti in front of the 

Con-E-Ect Poster at Geneva Meeting. 

UNESCO Chair Con-E-Ect gets . . .  connected at Geneva!  

"The first 

meeting of 

Chairs and 

Networks 

specialized in 

the Natural 

Sciences was 

held in 

Geneva.” 

Team work for Nestos MAB. 
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Nestos MAB/UNESCO Programme International Workshop  

“The workshop was also 

attended by directors of 

MAB areas from all over 

the world, under the 

coordination of the Chair 

of the MAB/UNESCO 

National Committee, 

Prof. I. M. Skoullos, and 

P. Pypaert, MAB 

programme advisor 

from the UNESCO office 

in Venice” 

Workshop participants at Nestos River riparian area. 

The International Workshop 

about the integration of the 
Riparian Nestos Delta, the 

Nestos Straits, and the sur-
rounding area to the Pro-

gramme ‘Man and Bioshphere’ 

of UNESCO (MAB) was a suc-
cess. The workshop took place 

on October 19 and 20, and was 
organized by the UNESCO 

Chair Con-E-Ect of the Eastern 
Macedonia and Thrace Insti-

tute of Technology 
(EMATTECH), in cooperation 

with the Nestos Delta-
Vistonida-Ismarida Manage-

ment Facility, which functions 
under the supervision of the 

Hellenic Ministry of Environ-

ment & Energy, aiming at the 
protection and management of 

the protected area of the 
National Park of Eastern Ma-

cedonia and Thrace. The inte-
gration of Nestos in the MAB/

UNESCO programme is sup-
ported by the municipalities of 

Kavala, Nestos, Topeiros and 
Xanthi. A preparatory meeting 

took place at the Technologi-

cal University of Eastern Ma-
cedonia and Thrace, with the 

participation of the Municipali-
ties of Nestos, Kavala, Xanthi 

and Topeiros, and the pres-
ence of prof. M. Skoulos, Head 

of the MAB programme in 

Greece. 

The UNESCO Chair Con-E-Ect 
was represented by the Chair-

holder, prof. D. Emmanou-
loudis, the Deputy Chairholder, 

Dr. G. Zaimes,  the President 
of the Scientific Committee, 

prof. N. Katopodes, V. Iakovo-
glou –member of the Scien-

tific Committee of the chair, 
the Donations and Grants 

Consultant, Io Chatzivaryti, 
and E. Samourkasidou –urban 

planner and member of the 

Scientific Committee. The 
Nestos Delta-Vistonida-

Ismarida Management Facility 
was represented by the Chair-

man of the Board, Dr. M. 

Koutrakis, and the biologists 
Anastasia Mirli and Efterpi 

Patetsini. The workshop was 
also attended by directors of 

MAB areas from all over the 
world, under the coordination 

of the Chair of the MAB/
UNESCO National Committee, 

Prof. I. M. Skoullos, and P. 
Pypaert, MAB programme 

advisor from the UNESCO 

Office in Venice. 

The participation in the round-
tables of all the parties in-

volved was pivotal, because 
through that, a number of 

working groups was formed 
(biodiversity, economic activ-

ity, culture-training, and inter-
vention area design) that 

represented all the important 

institutions of the area. More 
specifically, the institutions 

represented were: The Techni-
cal Chamber of Greece –

Section Eastern Macedonia, 
the Geotechnical Chamber of 

Greece –Section Eastern 
Macedonia, the Technological 

Institute of Kavala, the Cen-

tres of Environmental Educa-
tion of Filippoi, Rodopi and 

Avdira, the Fisheries Research 
Institute, the Chamber of 

Xanthi, the Regional Unit of 

Kavala and its Department of 
Environment and Hydro-

economy, the Democritus 
University of Thrace, the 

Kavala Forestry Office, the 
Architects Association of 

Kavala, the Regional Unity of 
Xanthi, the Directorate-

General for Sustainable Fish-
eries, the Stavroupoli For-

estry Office, and the Local 
Land Improvement Organiza-

tions. 

During the workshop, the 

participants managed to 
gather numerous suggestions, 

cast aside doubts, create 
collaborations, and define the 

area that will include the plan 
of the programme. Most im-

portantly, there was a strate-

gic route planning for the next 
eight months until the final 

submission of the proposal 
(June 2018), which will include 

meetings, workshops, consul-
tations with local institutions, 

and data collection. 

Nestos MAB workshop moments. 
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“The long-term objective of the 

UNESCO Chair on 

“Conservation and Ecotourism 

of Riparian and Deltaic 

Ecosystems” is to create a 

Common Strategy Framework 

that will govern the protection, 

study, development and 

ecotourism of deltaic and 

riparian environments.”  
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The Con-E-Ect Poster as presented at Geneva, July 2017. More details on the Con-E-Ect website. 


